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3D Pioneers Challenge 
Rapid.Tech3D, Messe Erfurt 
 
3DPC 2021 announces the Finalists. 
Prizes worth over EUR 70.000 await the winners 
The tension rises: Who will win the limited 3DPC Design-Trophy? 
 
(Erfurt, 17 May 2021)  
The international design award for Additive Manufacturing and Advanced Technologies announces 
the nominees for the final. Until the award ceremony (22 June 2021), the 43 finalists will be 
presented on www.3dpc.io and social media. 
 
In the sixth year of the innovation competition, submissions from 32 countries and 5 continents 
faced the top-class 21-member international jury.  
The focus of the 3D Pioneers Challenge 2021 was not only on the core of Additive manufacturing 
but also on innovations in Advanced Technologies. The group of participants included pioneers of 
professionals, young professionals, start-ups as well as students. 
 
The nominees for the 2021 final clearly indicate a "paradigm shift" - projects and products are being 
rethought through digital processes and technologies. Sustainability plays a major role in the "new 
normal", both ecologically and economically. Social-innovative concepts are taking steps into a 
progressive era of change. Back to the roots with new possibilities. The desire for the individual in a 
"New World" characterised by consciousness.  
"What if..." our nature would be allowed to endure sustainably forever through new technologies and 
their cycles? "What if..." natural materials find their way into industrial use?  

 
The range is wide: For example, stem cells from animals are bred for the meat of tomorrow, and 
vegetable protein replace unecological production chains. Taste and familiar texture through 
bioprinting.  
Sustainable strategies with renewable materials from nature's laboratory. Additive manufacturing 
technologies are also democratising international trends such as vertical farming. 
For more ecological awareness in mobility, the bicycle is once again moving into focus. The 
increasing number of entries in this fiels speaks for itself. 
Initiated by the cooperation with nTopology and the 'Special Feature', which offered participants the 
opportunity to generate designs with the help of their software platform, the performance of objects 
could be improved and parametric solutions in industrial design as well as in architecture or 
medicine could be created.  

 
Jury 2021 
The jurypanel, composed of politicians, academics, researchers, specialists of the industry and in 
their fields, discussed the quality of the submissions and the social responsibility of the finalists' 
presentation on the 3DPC platform in an almost philosophical manner. The submission, which take 
very progressive steps by means of Advanced Technologies, may well also trigger a controversial 
debate with regard to ethical and moral positions. It was assessed whether it is about the strong 
pioneering performance in the project or also the social relevance - to enable a paradigm shift with 
the new possibilities. 
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Award ceremony 
We can look forward to the „3DPC-Digital Award Ceremony“ on 22 June, which will be realised in 
cooperation with the Stuttgart based office Jangled Nerves, whose interdisciplinary team specialises 
in communication in space and the connection between the physical and digital worlds.  

 
Awards 
The winners will be awarded during this digital event and can look forward to several non-cash 
prizes in addition to the prize money of €35,000, which is donated by the Thuringian Ministry of 
Economics, Science and Digital Society.  
The main winner will receive the limited '3DPC Trophy', which was developed by jury member Ross 
Lovegrove, winner of 3DPC 2019 Hyperganic and partner Materialise.  
The 'Best Student Project' will get the Makerbot Sketch 3D printer.  
Autodesk will award the 'Special Mention by Autodesk' and offer three winners the opportunity to 
join the Autodesk Outsight Network - a global community of industry leaders in cutting-edge 
technologies.  
As a new highlight in 2021, as part of "3DPC&Friends" network, nTopology will give "nTop Full 
version" annual licences to two winners.  
The partners 3DHubs and avedition round off the package with book prizes.   
The 3D Pioneers Challenge is thus the most highly endowed and prestigious design competition of 
its kind for advanced technologies worldwide, with a total prize value of over 70,000 euros, as well 
as the inestimable values of the limited 3DPC Trophy, the Autodesk Outsight Network and the 
network of the entire #3DPioneersCommunity. 
 
 

 
Save the Dates 
// 22 June 2021  Digital 3DPC award ceremony, stay tuned www.3dpc.io 
// 22 - 23 June  Rapid.Tech 3D digital www.rapidtech-3d.de 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact 3D Pioneers Challenge:      
Simone Völcker         
Phone +49 (0) 711 658 44 99       
info@3dpc.io           
www.3dpc.io          

 
Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube 
#3DPioneersChallenge 
 
 
 
Press contact of Messe Erfurt  
Isabell Schöpe 
Phone +49 (0) 361 400 1770 
schoepe@messe-erfurt.de 
www.rapidtech-3d.com    
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Facts 3DPC 2021 
 
Jury 3DPC 2021 
Frank Beckmann _ Fraunhofer IAPT 
Dr. Justus Bobke _ Verband 3DDruck e.V. 
Lutz Dietzold _ German Design Council 
Prof. Mareike Gast _ Burg Giebichenstein, University of Art and Design Halle 
Valentina Kerst _ Thuringian Ministry of Economics, Science and Digital Society  
Sonita Lontoh _ HP 3D Printing Business 
Ross Lovegrove _ Lovegrove Studio 
Dr. Cora Lüders-Theuerkauf _ Medical goes Additive, MgA e.V. 
Prof. Shlomo Magdassi _ Hebrew University of Jerusalem  
Silvia Olp _ aed e.V., Architecture,Engineering and Design 
Joris Peels _ SmarTech Analysis, 3DPrint.com 
Sonja Rasch _ Materialise 
Jasna Rokegem _ Jasna Rok FashionTech 
Prof. Patrik Schumacher _ Zaha Hadid Architects 
Vanessa Sigurdson _ Autodesk Technology Centers 
Dr. Dirk Simon _ FARSOON Europe 
Joachim Stumpp _ raumPROBE 
Andreas Velten _ IFA3D Medical Solutions 
Dr. Andreas Vlahinos _ Advanced Engineering Solutions 
Christoph Völcker _ Innovation Lab AM, Würth Elektronik 
Anna Wilhemi _ adidas Future Team 
 
Partner 3DPC 2021 
Thuringian Ministry of Economics, Science and Digital Society, 3D Hubs, 3D natives, 3dbpm, 3DPrint.com, 3Druck.com, aed 
e.V., AI People, ALL3DP, AMVentures, Autodesk, av edition, CANTO, DB Deutsche Bahn, designspotter, Farsoon Europe, FIT AG, 
Fraunhofer IAPT, Haute Innovation, hp Inc., Jangled Nerves, MakerBot, materialise, Medical goes Additive e.V., Mobility goes 
Additive e.V., ndion_News on Design, nTopology, German Design Council, raumPROBE, Stratasys, Verband 3DDruck e.V. 
 
Rapid.Tech 3D 
The Rapid.Tech 3D will take place from 22 till bis 23 June 2021 at Messe Erfurt as a purely digital event: Concentration on the 
brand core as a user-related specialist congress with accompanying exhibition in an extraordinary trade fair year.  
Attendees will be able to follow the Rapid.Tech 3D specialist conference via the online stream, virtual exhibition and digital 
networking 
 
About 3D Pioneers Challenge 
The international design competition for Additive Manufacturing processes and Advanced Technologies is the most prestigious 
award of its kind and is one of the most highly endowed worldwide. The annual announcement and presentation of the finalists 
is considered to be the innovation monitor of the industry. Unique in its structure, the competition has been addressing 
specialists who think outside the box since 2015 - pushing boundaries! 
 
About 3DPC Platform 
Over the years, the Challenge has become a platform with a worldwide network and is an interface for creative future-makers, 
pioneers of advanced technologies and innovators from research and industry.  
 
About „3DPC & Friends“ 
Under the umbrella of „3DPC & Friends“, 3DPC brings together the creative minds and high-tech pioneers of the 3DPC platform 
in an interdisciplinary way, resulting in new, groundbreaking projects in which everyone can contribute and live out their 
expertise - design rethought! The 3DPC shows today what tomorrow will bring - pushing boundaries. 
 
About d.sign21 
The design and consultancy company with a wealth of experience in developing and organising design challenges. Its 
expertise in design, additive technologies and the global network supports the 3D Pioneers Challenge. 

 


